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SUBJ: REFUGEES EX-INDOCHINA - ICEM AND UNHCR 

1. DURING PAST FEW DAYS HAVE MET SEPARATELY WITH ICEM DIRECTOR 
THOMAS AND UNHCR SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN TO DISCUSS RESETTLEMENT IN 
THIRD COUNTRIES AND/OR REPATRIATION OF REFUGEES EX-INDOCHINA. 

2. REFLECTING TONE OF RECENT CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS AND DISCUS- 
SIONS IN DEPARTMENT, WE AGAIN EXPRESSED TO LEADERS THESE TWO IN 
TERNATIONAL BODIES USG'S CONCERN OVER LIMITED RESULTS TO DATE IN 
TERMS THIRD COUNTRY RESETTLEMENT AND REPATRIATION AND NEED FOR 
SIGNIFICANT ACTUAL ACHIEVEMENTS SOONEST. 

3. WHILE HCR PREVIOUSLY TENDED TREAT PROBLEM IN CAUTIOUS. THE- 
ORETICAL AND LEGALISTIC WAY, HE NOW SEEMS HAVE GOOD APPRECIATION 
OF USG’S CONCERN FOR ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF REFUGEES IN QUESTION 
AND NEED FOR PRACTICAL RESULTS. HE ALSO APPEARS RECOGNIZE POS- 
SIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF UNHCR’S FAILURE TO MEET ITS RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES THIS SITUATION. 

4. RESPECT REPATRIATION, HCR STATED THAT HIS REPS HAVE MADE RE- 
PEATED APPROACHES DURING PAST TWO WEEKS TO REPS' OF PRG IN GENEVA 
AND PARIS AS WELL AS DRVN IN HANOI FOR PURPOSE OBTAINING THEIR 
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AGREEMENT TO RECEIVE REPATRIANTS IN VIETNAM. HCR REPORTED THAT 
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WHILE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES HAVE AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO RECEIVE 
REPATRIANTS UNDER UNHCR AUSPICES, MODALITIES FOR PROCESSING AND 
MOVEMENT NOT YET APPROVED BY VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES. REPORTEDLY 
LATTER MUST BE CLEARED DOWN TO LOCAL REVOLUTIONARY COUNCILS IN 
VIETNAM. HCR CONSIDERING EARLY ASSIGNMENT OF UNHCR REPS TO EACH 
OF FOUR REFUGEE CAMPS IN USA TO WORK WITH REPS ARC AND VOLAGS IN 
IDENTIFYING CANDIDATES FOR REPATRIATION AND TO FACILITATE THEIR 
MOVEMENT. UNHCR CURRENTLY AWARE ABOUT 1,000 VIETNAMESE DESIR- 
ING REPATRIATION AND OFFICE ESTIMATES THAT NUMBER COULD CLIMB TO 
15,000 - 20,000. UNHCR INTENDS PURSUE EFFORTS VIS-A-VIS PRG AND 
DRVN FOR EARLIEST GREEN LIGHT FOR REPATRIATION. 

5. AS FOR RESETTLEMENT IN THIRD COUNTRIES, HCR STATED THAT HIS 
OFFICE NOW OPERATING IN CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH ICEM IN EFFORT 
TAKE MAXIMUM ADVANTAGE OF ANY RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES GENERA- 
TED BY USG'S BILATERAL APPROACHES, UNHCR'S APPEAL, OR OTHER SPON- 
TANEOUS OFFERS. INDICATIONS SUGGEST RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE 

TO THIRD COUNTRIES WHILE SLOW TO START COULD TOTAL ABOUT 10,500. 

6. HCR EXPLAINED HIS INTENTION TO HOLD SPECIAL MEETING IUNE 5 OF 
PERMREPS IN GENEVA OF UNHCR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER GOVERN- 
MENTS FOR PURPOSE REPORTING ON UNHCR EFFORTS TO ASSIST REFUGEES 
FROM INDOCHINA. AT THIS MEETING UNHCR WILL ALSO REPORT ON EMER- 
GENCY RELIEF PROGRAM INDOCHINA AND REPATRIATION AND RESETTLEMENT 
OF REFUGEES IN ANGOLA, GUINEA BISSEAU AND MOZAMBIQUE. 

7. HCR INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS TO VISIT WASHINGTON AFTER JUNE 
5 MEETING FOR PURPOSE REVIEWING UNHCR EFFORTS BEHALF REFUGEES 
FROM INDOCHINA IF SUCH VISIT CONSIDERED TIMELY AND USEFUL. IN 
THIS EVENT HCR WOULD LIKE, IF POSSIBLE, TO BE RECEIVED BY PRESI- 
DENT FORD OR SECRETARY KISSINGER. CONCEIVABLY SUCH VISIT COULD 
HELP FOCUS ATTENTION ON INTERNATIONAL ASPECT OF INDOCHINESE RE- 
FUGEE PROBLEM. PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER CALL ON PRESIDENT OR SECRE- 
TARY MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. 

8. ICEM DIRECTOR THOMAS REMAINS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TO PROBLEM 
AND RESPONSIVE TO ANNOUNCED RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN THIRD 
COUNTRIES. HE REPORTS THAT ICEM TEAM ON GUAM FUNCTIONING EFFEC- 
TIVELY IN IDENTIFYING CANDIDATES FOR RESETTLEMENT, AND THAT ICEM 
REPS NOW VISITING REFUGEE CAMPS IN USA FOR PURPOSE SELECTING 
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SUITABLE CANDIDATES FOR PLACEMENT IN LATIN AMERICA. ICEM STAG- 
ING MEETING WITH VOLAG REPS IN GENEVA MAY 27 FOR PURPOSE ENCOUR- 
AGING VOLAGS TO ASSIST IN THIRD COUNTRY RESETTLEMENT EFFORTS. 

9. BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THIRD COUNTRY RESETTLEMENT AND REPATRI 
ATION ACTIVITIES FOLLOW IN SEPTET ..DAT F, 
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